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*Frontiers in society 

*Ethnic frontiers 

*Generational frontiers 

*Gender frontiers 

*Class frontiers 

*Frontiers between the community and  

  the state and the market 

*There is a crack in 

everything 



*Through restorative justice 

*In small places 

*That’s how the light 

gets in 



*

Eleanor Rooseveldt 



*

*Restorative justice engages those most 

affected by an injustice in a process that 

restores what has been lost, damaged and 

violated by the harm that has resulted from 

the injustice.  

*Restorative practices are the methods, 

techniques and skills required to participate in 

and to facilitate restorative justice.  
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One bad apple spoils the barrel 



*

*Blame – ‘rotten to the core’ 

*Shame – ‘spoiling it for everyone’ 

*Exclude – ‘take it out of the barrel’ 

 

*Punish, manage risk or therapy 
 



What if it is the barrel not the apple? 



*

“Low crime societies are societies where people do 
not mind their own business, where tolerance of 
deviance has definite limits, where communities 
prefer to handle their own crime problems rather than 
hand them over to professionals.” John Braithwaite 

 

Conflicts as property stolen by the state and the 
interests of professionals. 

Warns of the dangers “when the specialists get 
sufficient power to claim that they have acquired 
special gifts, mostly through education, that they can 
only be handled by the certified craftsman.” Nils 
Christie 

 

 



Or is it the barrel maker? 



*

* Colonisation of community by the system by over-regulation 
by experts, by market values and consumerism, and by 
inequality. 

 

* As community diminishes ‘social pathologies’ emerge. 
 
Culturally  
Decrease in shared meanings and mutual understanding; 
Socially  
Erosion of social bonds; 
Personally  
Increase in helplessness and lack of belonging; 
Unwillingness to take responsibility. 
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Promotion of good relations 

Interdependence 

Equity 

Diversity 



*

*Membership 

*Redistribution 

*Recognition 



*

Restoring 

*Relationships 

*Responsibility 

*Respect 



*Through restorative 

practices families, schools 

and communities develop 

their ability to nurture, 

protect and socialise 

members.  



*

*Establishing a culture of 

respect, equity and solidarity,  

*Building social cohesion in a 

diverse and inclusive society,  

*Implementing non-violent 

responses to harmful conflict.  
 



*

*“Let us try to get them to 
perceive themselves as resource-
persons, answering when asked, 
but not domineering, not in the 
centre. They might help to stage 
conflicts, not take them over.” 
Nils Christie 

 


